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DESCRIPTION.  This work consists of installing and maintaining a temporary fence that
will discourage waterfowl from entering and grazing on newly planted wetland plants.

MATERIALS. 

Posts shall be 50mm x 50mm untreated hardwood or cedar and shall meet the requirements of
New York State Department of Transportation Standard Specifications Section 712-13, “ Timber
and Lumber.”

String shall be polypropylene binder twine or an opaque nylon mason’s line with minimum test
strength of 445 N that is flexible enough to wrap tightly around posts.

Surveyors’ Ribbon shall be brightly colored.

Nails shall be hot-dipped galvanized roofing type.

Plastic Mesh Fence Fabric shall be between 0.6 and1.2 meters tall, have openings no larger
than 2500 square millimeters, be resilient enough to resist cracking, and be thick enough to resist
tearing, as determined by the Engineer.

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS.  Grading of the wetland planting area shall be complete
before starting installation of the waterfowl fence.  The perimeter waterfowl fence shall be at
least 0.5 meters outward from the plants at the perimeter of each wetland planting area.  Interior
waterfowl fences shall be installed to form a 3 meter by 6 meter grid covering the entire wetland
planting area unless specified otherwise in the contract documents.

Posts shall be pounded a minimum of 1.0 meters into mud or a minimum of 0.3 meters into solid
substrate.  Installed posts shall support themselves in a vertical position throughout the growing
season.  Posts shall extend a minimum of 1.3 meters above mean high water level and be spaced
no farther apart than 3.0 meters on center unless specified otherwise in the contract documents.

String shall be stretched taught between and wrapped or tied around each post.  Nails shall be
partially driven into the posts to keep strings at the correct elevation.  Vertical spacing between
strings shall be no more than 0.2 meters, and they shall be placed from the mean low water level
to 1.2 meters above the mean high water level unless specified otherwise in the contract
documents.

Surveyors’ ribbon shall be tied around each string at one meter intervals.  Ribbon shall be
wrapped twice around the string before knotting to prevent slippage.
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Plastic mesh fence fabric shall be fastened to the perimeter posts to prevent waterfowl from
walking into the wetland planting area.  The bottom edge of the fabric shall be in contact with
the ground over its entire length.

All leftover plastic mesh fence fabric, string, posts, nails, and other debris shall be completely
removed from the site when installation of the waterfowl fence is complete. 

Maintenance.  Throughout the Period of Establishment for the wetland planting, the Contractor
shall visit the site at least once a month during the growing season to inspect and repair any
damage to the waterfowl fence.  In addition, if the Contractor is notified of damage by the
Engineer or the Regional Landscape Architect, he/she shall repair the damage within one week
of notification.  At the end of the Period of Establishment for the wetland planting, the
Contractor shall remove the fence and all miscellaneous debris from the site. 

METHOD OF MEASUREMENT.  Waterfowl fence will be measured in linear meters
along the strings or plastic fencing connecting the posts. 

BASIS OF PAYMENT.  The unit price bid shall include the cost of all labor, materials,
equipment, and incidentals necessary to complete the work in accordance with the contract
documents and to the satisfaction of the Engineer.  If maintenance is not performed in a timely
manner, the Engineer may withhold an appropriate portion of the second progress payment.

Progress Payment Schedule

Work Completed Progress Payment

Waterfowl fence installed 50%

Maintenance of the fence throughout the Period of
Establishment for the wetland planting and removal of the
fence at the conclusion of the Period of Establishment for the
wetland planting

50%


