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DESCRIPTION: 
 
This work shall consist of the excavation of petroleum contaminated soil.  Petroleum contaminated soil shall be 
defined as soil which is contaminated by kerosene, jet fuel, diesel, turbine oil, heating oil, gasoline, lubricating oils, 
and grease.  The Engineer will determine if soils are contaminated by visual observation, smell, and headspace tests 
using a photo or flame ionization detector. 
 
MATERIALS: 
 
None 
 
CONSTRUCTION DETAILS: 
 
Excavation. Soil designated by the Engineer to be contaminated with petroleum products shall first be excavated to 
the limits defined by the Engineer and segregated from uncontaminated soil under the requirements of Section 203 
and 206 of the NYSDOT Standard Specifications.  Segregation shall be by stockpiling.  Stockpiles shall be placed 
on polyethylene sheeting and securely covered with polyethylene sheeting until the contaminated material is 
properly disposed.  The polyethylene will be a minimum of 10 mil thickness for the base of any stockpile and 6 mil 
minimum for covering stockpiles, trucks, and/or roll-offs. 
 
Screening and Segregation of Soils. The Contractor shall inform the Engineer of observations of soil as excavated 
including: visual, odor and results of photo or flame ionization detectors (PID/FIDs). The PID/FID shall be capable 
of detection of 0.2 ppm general organic vapor levels and must be calibrated daily. Testing shall be at sufficient 
intervals to continuously observe and monitor soil excavations for contamination. The PID/FID must be operated by 
a person thoroughly trained in sampling protocols, organic monitoring procedures, and equipment calibration 
procedures. 
 
Backfilling. Backfill, if required, should be completed in accordance with Section 203 of the NYSDOT Standard 
Specifications. Payment for backfill will be made under item 203.03, or a Select Fill item 203.XX, as appropriate, in 
accordance with details shown on plans. 
 
METHOD OF MEASUREMENT: 
 
Excavation of Petroleum Contaminated Soil will be measured as the actual number of cubic meters, computed in the 
original position, within the limits shown on the plans or as ordered by the Engineer. 
 
BASIS OF PAYMENT: 
 
The unit price bid for this work includes the cost of furnishing all materials, labor, and equipment necessary to 
complete the work, including excavation, stockpiling, and all fees. 


